
The Lang Lang International Music Foundation™ (LLIMF) has 

selected five Guilford County Schools as recipients of the LLIMF Keys of Inspiration™ grant. 

Keys of Inspiration™ (KOI), part of the GRAMMY™ Music Education Coalition, is an 

innovative program designed to revolutionize what music education looks like in American 

public schools. Created to inspire change from within, KOI weaves rigorous, keyboard-centric, 

musical instruction into selected Title 1 public schools’ mandatory curriculum––integrating 

group piano classes for grades 2-5, twice a week.  Keys of Inspiration™ aims to encourage 

students to create music, and through music, help them find a secure space where they can 

believe in themselves.   

 

The following Guilford County Elementary Schools were selected out of hundreds of 

applications from elementary schools all over the country.  

 

 Irving Park Elementary School  

 Falkener Elementary School 

 Sedgefield Elementary School 

 Jefferson Elementary School 

 Oak View Elementary School 

 

As a recipient, each school will receive the following: 

 

 a permanent piano lab with 20-30 state-of-the art electric Roland pianos 

 a musical curriculum designed by Lang Lang himself 

 supplemental training and ongoing support for the music teachers 

 access to the Keys of Inspiration™ Educators Network and Resource Library 

 

The Lang Lang International Music Foundation’s $250,000 investment in Guilford County 

Schools will bring piano instruction to some of the district’s most socioeconomically 

disadvantaged schools. GCS Arts is recognized nationally as the 2018 Kennedy Center District 

of Excellence in Arts Education, 2018 Best Community for Music Education, and a recipient of 

the Professional Development for Arts Educators (PDAE) federal grant. This investment from 

the Lang Lang International Music Foundation establishes GCS Arts in the upper echelon of 

public school arts education providers. This investment is the gift of music to generations of 

students that will last a lifetime.   

 

The Grammy-nominated, internationally-renowned pianist Lang Lang, has been supporting 

children through music for over a decade. Heralded by the New York Times as “the hottest artist 

on the classical music planet”, Lang Lang plays sold-out concerts covering all continents of the 

globe. He was designated a United Nations Messenger of Peace with a special focus on global 

education, and worked as a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). He 

hails from humble beginnings and is committed to creating and participating in charitable 



activities focused on children through the strategic work done at his foundation. “When you give 

a child the gift of music, you give a child the world,” said Lang Lang.  

The Lang Lang International Music Foundation believes that all children should have access to a 

music education, regardless of their background. LLIMF’s unique programs encourage music 

performance at all levels as a means of social and emotional development for today’s youth. By 

igniting a child’s passion for music, LLIMF helps children worldwide aim for a better future.  

Dr. Contreras, Superintendent of Guilford County Schools, says  

“Guilford County Schools is honored to have been chosen by Lang Lang International 

Music Foundation for this honor. The Keys of Inspiration mission and Lang Lang’s 

personal story are inspiring. GCS Arts is a world class, nationally recognized public 

school arts education program and we are pleased to be one of the few districts in the 

nation to be honored by the prestigious Keys of Inspiration, further solidifying our status 

as a national leader in the arts. We thank this organization as well as Roland Piano for 

their partnership in providing the means for unique piano instruction, curriculum 

resources, and technical support to this first cohort of schools and we look forward to 

continuing this partnership into the next few years.” 

Leszek Barwinski-Brown, CEO of the Lang Lang International Music Foundation says “With 

Keys of Inspiration, we are setting a new standard for music education in America’s public 

schools. That’s why we are so thrilled to be working with the dedicated GCS Arts team to 

implement our program in Guilford County. We can’t wait to see their students thrive in the 

piano lab!” 
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